
  

 

        WELLS CO. SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

General Fund Financial Report          January 1 - December 31, 2012 
 

CHECKING BALANCE January 1, 2012   $  1637.16   
RECEIPTS 

State for District Operations   10,000.00   

Clean Water Indiana Grants        1883.00   

County for District Operations       4,500.00   

Federal Funds—NRCS Contribution  Agree.    2,477.53   

Partner Funds—NRCS Contribution Agree.       412.92 

Equipment Rental         100.00   

Affiliate Memberships & Donations       401.00 

Tree Handling           140.00   

Annual Meeting Income      1,859.53   

Interest Earned – Checking, CD’s                        11.19   

Sales Income (Fish/Flags/Trees, Etc.)    8,996.87   

Sales Tax Received              607.38   
 TOTAL RECEIPTS    $31,389.42  
 Sale of Investments      23,900.00  
EXPENDITURES 

Capital Outlays       1,600.00 

Annual Meeting Expenses      3,756.14 

Audit Expense (IN State Board of Accts)       265.00   

Clean Water Indiana Projects          358.80   

Conservation Education Programs    4,239.63   

Contractual Services    8,511.23 

Cost-Share Projects/SWCD & Grant Funded  2,100.00 

Dues & Subscriptions    3,713.00   

Insurance – Property & Bond       797.00   

Office Supplies      1,161.94   

Postage      1,258.70   

Printing           329.80 

Refunds & Reimbursements         10.00 

Repair & Maintenance Exp.      880.07   

Sales/Services Expenses       969.67   

Sales Tax Paid           654.82  

Supplies for Resale    7,272.35   

Travel/Lodging/Mileage/Regis./Meals                         2,074.73   
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES   $39,952.88   
 Purchase of Investments        14,000.00 
 

CHECKING BALANCE December 31, 2012   $2,973.70 
 

CASH CHANGE ON HAND December 31, 2012          50.00 

PETTY CASH ON HAND December 31, 2012          25.00 
  

 TOTAL CASH AVAILABLE December 31, 2012  $3,048.70 
 

(Continued) 
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RCCD Water Quality Monitoring Program 

 The Rock Creek Water Quality Monitoring Program began in 

1999.  Under the direction of the watershed coordinator, Mark 

Grimm, students collected water samples and sent them to a lab for 

chemical testing for possible contaminants to the creek.  In 2002, the 

collection of benthic macro-invertebrates, habitat assessments, and 

stream flow measurements were added to the program.  The RCCD 

stopped testing for the chemical pollutants in 2006, in an effort to 

make the program more cost effective.  By collecting the macro-     

invertebrates, habitat assessments, and stream flow measurements, 

the RCCD gets the same outcome; an indication of whether the creek 

is healthy or not. 

 Unlike chemical monitoring, which provides information 

about water quality at the time of measurement, biological monitor-

ing can provide information about past and/or episodic pollution.  

Collecting macro-invertebrates is just one of many ways to bio-

monitor; that is the use of organisms to assess environmental condi-

tions.  Biological stream monitoring is based on the fact that different 

species react to pollution in different ways, and has become a signifi-

cant activity for biologists, consulting companies and universities, as 

well as volunteers that are trained in water quality monitoring. 

 Using all of the data together; macro-invertebrate collections, 

habitat assessments, and stream flow; we evaluate the water quality 

conditions of the Rock Creek channel.  It gives Rock Creek a baseline 

or benchmark for future reference if something would happen to   

dramatically change the Rock Creek water quality.  It will be much 

easier to fix a problem that is identified early before it grows into a 

large issue.  Over the years, the Rock Creek channel has had pollu-

tion tolerance index ratings ranging from excellent to poor, which is 

very common for streams and rivers in Indiana that have a primary 

use as drainage for cropland, small towns and rural housing.  It is 

noted however, that fish and wildlife in and around the Rock Creek 

appears abundant, even during periods of low flow.  In 2012, the 

RCCD added Nitrate and E.Coli testing to the monitoring program. 

   For copies of past data reports, or if you have questions,    

contact the Rock Creek Conservancy District office or Water Quality 

Project Coordinator, Mark Grimm at 260/824-0624 ext. 3. 



  

 

~ Voter Eligibility~ 
 

     An individual of voting age or a representative of a 

firm, company, or corporation that owns or rents land 

or property that is located within the district (Wells 

County) may vote.  
 

     Eligible individuals also include the owner and     

tenant of the same land or property as well as the 

owner’s or tenant’s spouse. 7 16 

SWCD Supervisor Election 

To hold the position of elected Supervisor an individual: 
 

(1)  must be an occupier of a tract of land that is located 

within the district (Wells County); 

(2)  must maintain the individual’s permanent residence 

within the district (Wells County); and 

(3)  must be qualified by training and experience to perform 

the duties that this imposes on supervisors. 

~ The Candidate ~ 
 

Dave Ramseyer lives in Chester Township  

where he farms approximately 1,300 acres with his son.  

Dave uses no-till, strip-till and minimum  

tillage in his grain operation.   

Additional conservation practices that he has  

implemented include filter strips, nutrient and  

pesticide management, and cover crops.  

Dave is a graduate of Southern Wells High School. 

 
Nominations will also be taken from the floor. 

Water Quality Monitoring Project Sites 

       

 

Monitoring Site Locations 
Sites 1—9 are in Wells Co.; Site 10 is in Huntington Co. 

Site 1:  CR1000 S between CR100 E & CR200 E  

Site 2:  CR700 S between CR200 E & CR250E  

Site 3:  CR500 S on Hoosier Hwy  

Site 4:  CR400 S between CR100 W & CR200 W  

Site 5:  CR300 S between CR200 W & CR300 W  

Site 6:  CR200 S between CR200 W & CR300 W  

Site 7:  CR400 W between CR100 S & SR 124 W  

Site 8:  CR100 N between CR400 W & CR500 W  

Site 9:  CR200 N between CR400 W & CR500 W  

Site 10:  on SR 3 in Huntington County 
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2012 Conservation On the Ground 
NRCS, ISDA, and SWCD staff assisted landowners with the  

following Conservation Accomplishments: 

CONSERVATION PRACTICE AMOUNT APPLIED 

Animal Mortality Facility 1 

CRP Filter Strips 547.3 ac 

CRP Grass Established 522.4 ac 

CRP Native Grasses  237.7 ac 

CRP Hardwood Trees 109.8 ac 

CRP Waterways 152.6 ac 

CRP Windbreaks 7.1 ac 

Conservation Cropping Rotation 1,095 ac 

Cover Crops  1,169 ac 

Equipment Modification 2 

Filter Strips 18 ac 

Forestry Management Plan—Invasive Treatment 5.5 ac 

Grassed Waterways - 1 Grade Stabilization Structure 5.5 ac 

Habitat Buffers 7.2 ac 

Hay & Pasture Plantings 450 ac 

Residue / Tillage Management 700 ac 

No-till / Strip-till 517 ac 

Nutrient Management 2,600 ac 

Pesticide Management 2,560 ac 

Tile for Conservation Practices 3,700 ft 

Timber Stand Improvement 52 ac 

Warm Season Grass Plantings 3.7 ac 

Waste Storage Facility 2 

Waste Utilization 1,700 ac 

Watering Pipeline (Livestock) 3,400 ft 

Wetland Restoration 3.3 ac 

TOTAL 12,463.1 ac + 

Bio-Monitoring 

Biological monitoring, the collection of macro-invertebrates that are 

present in the stream, are divided into pollution tolerance groups then  

additional factors are applied to allow the RCCD to assign and track 

the Pollution Tolerance Index for each site.   

POLLUTION TOLERANCE GROUPS 
PT Group 1                  PT Group 2                    PT Group 3           PT Group 4 

Intolerant               Moderately Intolerant       Fairly Tolerant         Very Tolerant 
 

Stonefly Nymph               Damselfly Nymph                 Midge Larvae             Left-handed Snail 

Mayfly Nymph                 Dragonfly Nymph                 Black Fly Larvae        Aquatic Worms 

Caddis Fly Larvae            Sowbug                                  Planaria                      Blood Midge 

Dobsonfly Larvae             Scud                                       Leech                         Rat-tailed Maggot 

Riffle Beetle                     Crane Fly Larvae 

Water Penney                   Clams/Mussels 
Right-handed Snail           Crayfish 

POLLUTION TOLERANCE INDEX 

 23 or more = Excellent 

17-22 = Good 

11-16 = Fair 

10 or less = Poor    

2012 Pollution Tolerance Index Results 

Site 1 Site 2 Site 3 Site 4 Site 5 Site 6 Site 7 Site 8 Site 9 Site 10

8/17/2012 10 14 10 13 9 24 8 21 13 10

6/4/2012 8 11 16 17 11 10 21 14 12 8
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Reports from 2002 - 2012 can be obtained from the RCCD office. 
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 The SWCD partnered with SWCDs in the Maumee River Basin 

Watershed to conduct “On Farm  Network” field trials and corn stalk 

nitrate testing.   
 

 Administered a three-year “Clean Water Indiana” 

grant to provide cost-share to landowners in the    

Salamonie River watershed to install conservation 

practices that help to reduce nonpoint source sediment, 

nutrient, pesticide and herbicide losses from agricul-

tural lands. $1,700 was provided to landowners as  

incentive payments. 
     

 The SWCD assisted the Huntington, Blackford, & 

Jay SWCD’s with water sampling on the Salamonie River for the 

Army Corp of Engineers Water Quality Study.  

 

 Hosted the Wells Co. Locally Led Conservation meeting to gather 

input from landowners and local officials to prioritize local natural 

resource and conservation concerns.   
 

 SWCD staff reviewed Erosion & Sediment Control plans (Rule 5) 

for new construction sites, and performed site visits to assist with 

Rule 5 compliance. 
 

 As a member of the Upper Wabash 

River Basin Commission, the SWCD   

assisted with promoting the cost-share 

program, educational activities, grant  

writing, grant administration, and  

participated in meetings and steering  

committee assignments.  
 

 SWCD participated in the Wells County Health Fair on October 

27th. Our booth contained information on “What’s in your Water?”. 

At this event, we offered well water testing kits that would test for 

Nitrate/Nutrients. 16 kits were purchased by local homeowners. 

Report to the Public of 

SWCD Activities in 2012 

18 

Habitat Assessments 

 Another method used to measure the water body’s health is 

habitat assessment.  The condition of the substrate (bottom) and the 

land within and adjacent to the stream channel is critical to the health 

of the stream and its ability to support aquatic life.  The Citizens  

Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Index (CQHEI), utilizes land use, 

 substrate, flow rate, depth, shape, riparian vegetation, and erosion or 

sedimentation to provide a measure of stream habitat and riparian 

health that generally corresponds to the physical factors that affects 

fish and other aquatic life, such as macro-invertebrates.  The CQHEI 

was designed to be used primarily in wade-able streams.  The CQHEI 

produces a total score that can be used to compare changes at one site 

over time, or compare different sites, and will often mirror the results 

from the macro-invertebrate collections. 

 The maximum total points for the CQHEI is 114.  If the score 

is over 100 it is considered an exceptional high-quality stream.  A set 

of ranges for excellent, medium, poor, and very poor has not yet been  

developed for this index, but scores over 60 are found to be generally 

conducive to the existence of warm water fauna.  

2012 CQHEI Results 

Site 1 Site 2 Site 3 Site 4 Site 5 Site 6 Site 7 Site 8 Site 9 Site 10

8/17/2012 18 21 30 32 38 42 42 48 54 38

6/4/2012 18 24 29 29 32 38 26 53 34 36
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Reports from 2002 - 2012 can be obtained from the RCCD office.  



  

 

 The SWCD distributed 2,900 tree and shrub seedlings from the 

IDNR State Nursery to Wells Co. landowners, and sold 191 potted 

trees and shrubs to area residents. 
 

 Spring and fall fish sales provided 3,900 fish and 50 pounds of 

minnows for pond stocking to local landowners. 
 

  The SWCD partnered with the Huntington Co. SWCD to  

co-host a cover crop field plot and held a cover crop field day to  

allow area farmers to observe the 

rooting capabilities of the cover 

crops.   

 

 Wells and Adams Co. SWCD and NRCS Staff met with the 

Indiana Farm Bureau Young Farmers group to provide information 

on soil health, and programs and assistance available to landowners 

and operators. 
 

  “ Common Sense Conservation” was the  focus 

at the Wells Co. 4-H fair. Highlighting practices to 

reduce pollution; such as reducing fertilizer use on 

lawns, or incorporating manures for agricultural  

producers. SWCD also highlighted the use of rain 

barrels as an example of urban conservation.  The 

SWCD sold 7 rain barrels to area residents.  
 

 The SWCD had a booth at the Bluffton Street Fair. The display 

included “Have You Thanked a Farmer Today” note cards; water-

shed information; SWCD/NRCS practice handouts on cost-share 

programs and fish and tree sale information.  4 19 

Stream Flow Report to the Public of 

SWCD Activities in 2012 
Stream flow calculations are important because stream flow influ-

ences other physical, chemical, and biological factors in the stream.  

A high discharge rate may indicate recent rainfall or snowmelt 

events.  When a large amount of rain runs off the land, it often carries 

sediments and nutrients into the stream.  Very low discharge rates 

may indicate dry conditions, which also effects water quality and 

aquatic life.  The rain fall data below was collected at the Bluffton 

station, by the Indiana State Climate Office, Purdue University.   

     2012 Rain Fall Data 

January 2.71 July 3.29 

February 2.22 August 4.23 

March 2.3 September 2.92 

April 1.31 October 3.36 

May 1.88 November 0.79 

June 1.19 December 2.47 

  2012 TOTAL 28.67 

2011 54.46 

2010 35.79 

2009 41.71 

2008 42.00 

2007 39.93 

2006 44.26 

Site 1 Site 2 Site 3 Site 4 Site 5 Site 6 Site 7 Site 8 Site 9 Site 10

8/17/2012 0.4 2 3.2 5.4 8.3 13 17 23 29 32

6/4/2012 0.5 1.4 3 6.4 14 19 23 29 31 52
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2012 Stream Flow Results 

Reports from 2002 - 2012 can be obtained from the RCCD office. 



  

 

 The 56th SWCD Annual Meeting 

was held Feb. 23rd, with 115 people 

in attendance.  Leann Nash was 

elected to a three-year term as an 

SWCD Supervisor and Dale Thomas 

was appointed to a three-year  

Supervisor term. 
  
 Supervisor Dale Thomas  

attended the Indiana Association of 

SWCDs Legislative Breakfast and Annual Business Meeting. Kevin 

Brickley, Dale Thomas & Chad Fiechter attended the regional     

Supervisor training. Dale Thomas & Kevin Brickley also attended 

cover crop and leadership training. 
 

 59 entries were received for the 

SWCD 4th & 5th grade poster contest.  

“Soil to Spoon” posters were displayed 

and awards were presented to 4th  

graders Natasha Hensley, 1st; Vaughn 

Drennen, 2nd; and Juniper Tucker, 3rd 

and to 5th graders Landon McClish, 1st; Nicholas Sprankles, 2nd; 

and Andrea Vandentop, 3rd. 

 

 The SWCD joined other sponsors for an informational sign at 

the native habitat area owned by The City of Bluffton, north of the 

Wabash River on CR 450 E.   
 

 The Ossian Elementary School was 

awarded an $800 SWCD Educational 

Grant to help fund the “Naturally Speak-

ing and Wildlifescaping” program for all 

OES students.  This program is used to 

encourage the students to help care for 

their outdoor lab area. 

 

Report to the Public of 

SWCD Activities in 2012 
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Chemical Tests 
The RCCD added chemical testing for Total Nitrate and E.Coli to the 

biological testing to further evaluate possible contaminants to the 

Rock Creek .   
 

MCL = maximum contaminant level that is the highest permissible level of 

a contaminant in water that is delivered to any public water system. 

Site 1 Site 2 Site 3 Site 4 Site 5 Site 6 Site 7 Site 8 Site 9 Site 10

8/17/2012 0 0 0.5 2 0.5 2 2 2 5 2
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2012 Total Nitrate Results 
mg/L  MCL=10mg/L 

Site 1 Site 2 Site 3 Site 4 Site 5 Site 6 Site 7 Site 8 Site 9
Site 
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2012 E.Coli Results 
  colonies/100 ml     MCL=235col./100ml for total body contact 

Reports from past Nitrate and E.Coli tests (1999 - 2005) can be 

obtained from the RCCD office.  
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